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At the crossroads of Roberts 
Drive, Spaulding Road, and 
Dunwoody Club Drive stands the 
Ebenezer Primitive Baptist 
Church, established in 1829, In the 
year of its founding, the American 
Revolution had been over less than 


a lifetime. The Civil War was 32 
years into the future. Terminus 
Georgia, later to be re-named 
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Ebenezer Primitive Baptist Church 


and Roswell area for another 
decade, before being forced out by 
the federal government to appease 


other Georgia inhabitants 
When first established, the 


church was known only as 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. In 1832 a 
religious controversy split the Bap- 


tist Protestant faith. Many refused 
to follow the newer doctrines 


which principally involved the 
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Atlanta, would be founded eight theologies of evangelism and 
y years later regeneration of the spirit. Those 
When twenty ‘settlers, mostly who refused 


Sense of Life 
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Mr. DeLong says, “I am jack of 
all trades, but master of none.” But 
that is not true. He is a talented 
leader, teacher, composer, and 
singer of “Original Sacred Harp 
Singing” music, sung at all 
Primitive Baptist gatherings, the 
origins of which go back centuries 
to old England. Essentially, the 
music is composed using only four 
notes from the scale, each note 
shaped to represent its place on the 
staff. It is sung in solfege (a musical 
term meaning to sing in sol-fa 
syllables) in four part harmony 
Words are also sung to the music 
Mr. DeLong has composed a 
number of hymns of this type 
himself. “The words just come out 
of my head,” he says. “then I putall 
the music to it.” 

Mr. DeLong, a man who can 
crack a joke as quick as you can 
blink your eye, has been Clerk of 
Ebenezer for over 25 years. “They 
tried to make me a Deacon, but | 
got out of it,” he jokes. He and his 
wife, Winnie, have lived in Roswell 
for the past 17 years, moving there 
after 23 years at their first home, 
which was very near Ebenezer 
Church 

Mr. DeLong’s grandfather, Ben- 
jamin DeLong, lies buried in the 
Ebenezer cemetery. He had a grist 
mill on Bald Creek in his lifetime 
His son, James Marion DeLong, 
Doris‘father, also is buried there 
Doris’ father and mother raised 
eleven children on 155 acres of 
farmland in the Dunwoody area. “I 
don't know how he did it,” says 
Doris, but we all ate good, and if 
we needed anything, we'd go to the 


W. R. Nash store in Dunwoody, or 
to Roswell. Until we got our T- 
Model in 1918, those trips took 
awhile in a horse and buggy.” 

As clerk of Ebenezer Church, 
Mr. DeLong keeps in his posses- 
sion a book containing the com- 
plete history, all minutes and 
record, of the Ebenezer Primitive 
Baptist Church, from the time it 
was founded in 1829 to the present 
Tuming its pages generates an 
awesome feeling- to gaze upon 
those pages, handwritten by those 
who lived during some of the most 
turbulent times of our nation’s his- 
tory 

Generations of families, such as 
the DeLongs, have supported the 
Ebenezer Church. Most of them 
were laid to rest in the cemetery 
which is located next to the red 
brick church. A dirt road winds 
downward behind the church and 
alongside the sloping cemetery. 

On a warm, Good Friday 
afternoon in 1978, a walk along 
that road brings many thoughts to 
mind. On this particular day, 
leaves, brittle and dry from the 
winter, clatter across the ground, 
driven by occasonal gusts of wind 
Here and there a daffodil blooms 
among the gravestones. Also here 
and there, beer bottles profane the 
cemetery, irreverently tossed by a 
passing motorist. Rainclouds drift 
across the sky, bringing shifting 
sunlight and shadow across the 
gravestones, some half crumbled 
Brightly colored plastic flowers 
grace many burial places, perennial 
remembrances of loved ones “gone 
but not forgotten”, as one 


farm organized the Ebenezer theology 
Baptist Church thatyear, the Creek Primitive 
Indians had already sold their 

lands to the U. S, Government and at Ebenezer for 
moved to the Arkansas Territory at the Union 
Some Ch k Indians remained Church ir 
however, around the Dunwoody trace back 


Raymond Cagle, formerly minister 


step by step through the 


Gospel, our doctrines as preached 
by the apostles. We were the first 
called by John the Baptist 

One of the apparent differences 
between Primitive and Missionary 
or Southern Baptists, is the 
absence of musical instruments In 
the church. But music is still an 
integral part of the church services 
held the second and fourth Sum 
days of each month, Beginning at 
10:00 a.m.. for an hour, the church 
members at Ebenezer, now 68 in 
number, have SINGING. At 11:00 
the preaching begins. During the 
SINGING, anyone 


congregation may come forward 


m the 


and lead. Almost always, one of 
them is Doris W. DeLong 
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“Strike Up the Band!”, says Director Gary McKinney, as the Chamblee High School Band rehearses for it 
recent featured appearance at Disney World, 


tombstone engraving says 

A stroll among the tombstones 
brings a sense of life, as well as a 
sense of history — a sense of all the 
lives who, in tragedy and sorrow, 
have brought their best and dearest 
to rest here -- a sense of all that has 
happened in the almost two hun- 
dred years represented here, At the 
farthest end of the cemetery is the 
gravesite of Charity Corley, born 
in 1790, deceased Decber 18, 1871 
The most recent gravesite is dated 
February, 1978 

There is poetry here, too, words 
engraved on headstones 
commemorating the love for a 
departed 


On one tombstone, buried there 
a young husband, is the message, 
“Darling since thou can no longer 
stay to cheer me with thy love, I 
hope to meet with thee again in yon 
bright world above.” Another 
reads,*A precious one from us has 
gone, a voice we loved is stilled, a 
place is vacant in our home which 
never can be filled, God in his wis- 
dom has recalled, the boon his love 
had given, and tho the body 
slumbers heres ithe»soul. is safe in 
heaven.” 


Pacoletta A., wife of C W. Ball, 
died July 28, 1892, 20 years, 9 mon- 
ths, and 19 days. “Just asthe morn- 
ing of her life was opening into day, 
her young and lovely spirit passed 
th and grief away.” The 


from ear 
acoletta infant who 


grave of the P: 
died 5 days earlier lies nearby 
Another nearby gravestone 


reads simply, “She has done what 


she could.” 
Poignancy 


who served in World War 1 Mr 


DeLong 
“Hoke”, a bachelor wh 


nembers died years ago 


on his grave 
inscription, the hat is gently lifte 
and there underneath, 15 
chocolate mint 


awaiting the returning 


may 
earthly pleasure 


at one gravesite IS 


deeply felt. Buried there is a man 


said his name was 
nose family 
Hoke's 


y hat, anchored witha 


rock, sits atop the bronze placque 
To better read the 


wrapped in foil 
spirit who 


wish to indulge in one last 


Orlando, Florida 


